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  WASHINGTON ‚ Senators Edward M. Kennedy and John F. Kerry and Congressmen John W. Olver (1st District) and Richard E. Neal (2nd District) announced today that the U.S. House of Representatives has approved the Interior Appropriations conference report containing $2 million for critical sewage control projects along the Connecticut River in Holyoke, Springfield, South Hadley, Chicopee and Ludlow.

  "Pioneer Valley communities are doing their very best to restore the Connecticut River, but the Administration simply doesn't think clean water is a priority worthy of federal investment," Senator Kennedy said.  "Despite these obstacles, I'm pleased weíve been able to secure this modest appropriation to move critical CSO projects forward, and we'll keep at it."

  "This is an important step to cleaning up the primary source of pollution in the Connecticut River," said Senator Kerry.  "We are making a good investment in the future of our communities, and I thank Congressman Olver for his leadership in securing this funding."

   "The Connecticut River is one of the most important and historic natural resources in western New England. As a result, I believe it is essential to support programs to conserve, protect and restore this great regional treasure for future generations. This federal assistance will help continue those efforts," said Congressman Neal.

  "The Environmental Protection Agency mandate to correct combined sewer overflows is an environmentally sound endeavor, but unfortunately, there is not sufficient funding in the State Revolving Loan Fund to even come close to meeting the needs of these communities. I am pleased that I was able to provide a federal grant program to cover these costs," Congressman Olver said.

  The funding will assist the communities of Holyoke, Springfield, South Hadley, Chicopee and Ludlow in addressing combined sewer overflows (CSO's) to the Connecticut River, a problem of interstate significance and major environmental impact. Currently, the five participating communities are under U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) administrative orders to cleanup more than 78 CSO's, which discharge more than a billion gallons of effluent per year into the Connecticut River and its tributaries.

   The funding will be used for construction or engineering of projects to directly reduce or eliminate CSO's into the river in the five participating communities. The projects may include sewer separation, inline storage facilities and wastewater treatment facilities.

  Olver is a member of the Interior Subcommittee of the House Appropriations Committee and worked with Kennedy, Kerry and Neal to secure funding for the fiscal year 2006.

  The House passed the Interior Appropriations bill today. It is expected to pass the Senate later this week and should become law in August.
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